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SUBJ: COMMUNIQUE ON LAUGERUD DECISION TO ATTEND CANAL CEREMONY 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. SUMMARY: CONTRARY TO PRESS 
SPECULATION THAT PRESIDENT WOULD NOT ATTEND PANAMA CANAL 
TREATY SIGNING CEREMONY OWING TO NON-RELATIONS WITH TORRIJOS 
GOVERNMENT, GOG ISSUED COMMUNIQUE AUGUST 30 ANNOUNCING 
LAUGERUD WILL ATTEND. COMMUNIQUE EXPLAINS DECISION IS 
CONSISTENT WITH GOG'S LONG-STANDING SOLIDARITY WITH THE 
PEOPLE OE PANAMA ON THE CANAL ISSUE. WITH EYE TO BELIZE ISSUE 
COMMUNIQUE CHOOSES TO INTERPRET LA POLICY CHANGES USHERED IN 
BY CANAL TREATY AS EMBRACING US OPPOSITION TO "COLONIZATION 
OR MILITARY OCCUPATION" OP HEMISPHERIC TERRITORIES. EMBASSY 
TRANSLATION OP TEXT FOLLOWS. END SUMMARY. 

2. "THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, GENERAL KJELL E. LAUGERUD, 

HAS BEEN INVITED BY THE PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES, MR. 

JIMMY CARTER, TO ATTEND THE SEPTEMBER 7 SIGNING OF THE NEW 
PANAMA CANAL TREATY. THE (OTHER) LATIN AMERICAN PRESIDENTS 
AND CHIEFS OF STATE HAVE RECEIVED THE SAME INVITATION. 

3. "AS IS KNOWN, GUATEMALA AND PANAMA DO NOT HAVE 
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DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. THESE WERE BROKEN BY GUATEMALA AFTER 
THE PANAMANIAN CHIEF OF STATE OFFERED HIS COLLABORATION 
FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF BELIZE. 

4. "ON TAKING THE INITIATIVE TO SEVER RELATIONS, GUATEMALA 
EXPLAINED THAT ITS DECISION WAS BASED EXCLUSIVELY 

UPON THE CONDUCT OP THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT WITH RESPECT 
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TO THE BELIZE PROBLEM; GUATEMALA MAINTAINED ITS SOLIDARITY 
WITH THE PEOPLE OE PANAMA IN THEIR STRUGGLE EOR THE 
RECOVERY OE THE CANAL, A SOLIDARITY WHICH OUR PEOPLE 
HAVE NOURISHED EOR MANY YEARS. 

5. "THE GOG CONSIDERS THAT PRESIDENT CARTER'S INVITATION 
TO LEADERS OE THE CONTINENT IS INTENDED TO SIGNIFY A NEW 
U.S. POLICY TOWARDS DATING AMERICA, INCLUDED IN 
WHICH IS A REJECTION OE ANY EORM OE COLONIZATION OR 
MILITARY OCCUPATION OP TERRITORIES BE IT PROM CONTINENTAL 
OR EXTRA-CONTINENTAL POWERS, AND OP WHICH THE NEW TREATY 
ON THE CANAL IS AN EXAMPLE OP SPECIAL IMPORTANCE. 

6. "IN ADDITION, THE GOG CONSIDERS THAT THE CAUSE OF 

THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE EOR A CANAL REGIME THAT RECOGNIZES 
ITS SOVEREIGNTY AND INDEPENDENCE IS A CAUSE WHICH THE 
PANAMANIAN PEOPLE HAVE PRESSED FOR THE LENGTH OF THEIR 
HISTORY. THE RECOVERY OF THE CANAL IS NOT THE WORK OP 
ANY PARTICULAR PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT OR CHIEP OP STATE, 

BUT RATHER THE SUM OP PANAMANIAN NATIONAL EPPORTS WHICH 
ARE NOW SUCCESSPULLY CULMINATING. 

7. "IN THE LIGHT OP THE PRECEDING AND AS A FRESH 
DEMONSTRATION THAT THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OP GUATEMALA 
LOYALLY MAINTAIN THEIR SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE OP 
PANAMA IN THEIR STRUGGLE TO RECOVER THE CANAL, AND AS 
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PROOP THAT THE GOG IS FAITHFUL TO ITS COMITMENTS, 

PRESIDENT KJELL E. LAUGERUD HAS ACCEPTED PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
INVITATION TO BE PRESENT IN WASHINGTON ON THE DATE 
INDICATED. 

8. "EOR THE APPROPRIATE CONSTITUTIONAL PURPOSES, TODAY THE 
RELEVANT REQUEST (TO ABSENT HIMSELP PROM THE COUNTRY) HAS 
BEEN SENT TO THE CONGRESS OP THE REPUBLIC." END UNCLASSIFIED. 

9. COMMENT: WE ANTICIPATE NO SIGNIPICANT LOCAL CRITICISM 
OP THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION TO ATTEND. 
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